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Key things to know about sale  
and purchase agreements

	• A sale and purchase agreement is a legally 
binding contract between you and the other 
party involved in buying or selling a property.

	• You must sign a written sale and purchase 
agreement to buy or sell a property.

	• You need to read and understand the sale and 
purchase agreement before you sign it.

	• Even if a standard sale and purchase agreement 
is being used, you should always get legal advice 
before you sign the agreement and throughout 
the buying and selling process. 

	• You can negotiate some of the terms and 
conditions in a sale and purchase agreement.

	• You can include additional clauses, such as 
what to do if there are special circumstances. 
Your lawyer plays an important role in providing 
advice on what the sale and purchase agreement 
should say.

	• A sale and purchase agreement becomes 
unconditional once all the conditions are met.

	• In most cases, the real estate professional is 
working for the seller of the property, but they 
must treat the buyer fairly.

	• If your real estate professional or anyone related 
to them wants to buy your property, they must 
get your written consent to do this. They must 
also give you a valuation of your property by an 
independent registered valuer.

	• The sale and purchase agreement is only 
available in English. You may need assistance 
interpreting it if English is not your primary 
language.

What a sale and purchase agreement is

A sale and purchase agreement is a legally binding 
contract between you and the other party involved 
in buying or selling a property. It sets out all the 
details, terms and conditions of the sale. This 
includes things such as the price, any chattels 
being sold with the property, whether the buyer 

needs to sell another property first or needs a 
property inspection and the settlement date.

A sale and purchase agreement provides certainty 
to both the buyer and the seller about what will 
happen when.
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What happens after you sign  
the sale and purchase agreement

Signing the sale and purchase agreement is not 
the end of the sale or purchase process.

Both parties work through the 
conditions until the agreement is 
unconditional
A conditional agreement means the sale and 
purchase agreement has one or more conditions 
that must be met by a specified date and before 
the sale goes through.

The buyer pays the deposit. Depending on what 
the sale and purchase agreement says, the 
buyer may pay the deposit when they sign the 
agreement or when the agreement becomes 
unconditional. If the deposit is made to the real 
estate agency, it must be held in their agency’s 
trust account for 10 working days before it can be 
released to the seller.

An agreement for sale and purchase 
commits you to buy or sell
Once you’ve signed the sale and purchase 
agreement and any conditions set out in it have 
been met, you must complete the sale or purchase 
of the property.

The length of time between the conditions being 
met and the settlement date varies. Settlement 
periods can be lengthy if the property hasn’t been 
built yet or the sale and purchase agreement 
includes conditions for one party to buy or sell 
another property. The real estate professional has 
obligations to keep you informed of important 
updates that come up during this time.

Pre-settlement inspection
This is the chance for the buyer to check the 
property and chattels are in the same condition 
they were when the sale and purchase agreement 
was signed and to check that the seller has met 
any conditions, for example, there is no damage 
to walls or chattels haven’t been removed from 
the property.

It’s important to raise any concerns you find at the 
pre-settlement inspection with your lawyer and 
the real estate professional as soon as possible to 
allow enough time for an issue to be resolved. If it’s 
less than 24 hours before settlement, the vendor 
may not be obligated to set things right.

Payment of a commission
Once the sale is complete, the seller pays the real 
estate professional for their services. The real estate 
agency usually takes the commission from the 
deposit they’re holding in their trust account. The 
seller should make sure the deposit is enough to 
cover the commission. The real estate professional 
cannot ask the buyer to pay for their services if they 
have been engaged by the seller.

The buyer pays the rest
The buyer pays the remainder of the amount for 
the property on the day of settlement, usually 
through their lawyer.

Buying a tenanted property
If the property is tenanted, the agreement for 
sale and purchase should specify this. It may also 
contain a specific date for possession that may 
differ from the settlement date.

If the buyer requires the property to be sold with 
‘vacant possession’, it is the seller’s responsibility to 
give the tenant notice to vacate in accordance with 
the tenant’s legal rights.

It is recommended that you seek legal advice if you 
are buying a property that is currently tenanted.








